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ABSTRACT 
In the 4.0 era and the 5.0 community the development of increasingly sophisticated technology. This has a 
huge impact, especially on the MI / SD student. The impact is the depletion of character values possessed by 
students, such as violent behavior, disrespectful, unable to socialize, dishonest and irresponsible. Therefore, 
in learning innovation is done by learning social literacy. The aim is to improve character values in MI / SD 
students. The method used is the conceptual article. The result is that IPS literacy learning can improve the 
character values of MI / SD students in era 4.0. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The world of education in Indonesia today is very intense in applying the literacy movement 
to students, ranging from elementary, junior high, high school and even to universities. The hope of 
the government with the application of Literacy in schools, to be able to increase students' fondness 
in reading and writing in general, and the ability to think critically, be sensitive to the environment 
and social interaction in society in particular. UNESCO 2006 states "Literacy is more than just 
reading and writing. Literacy also includes how someone communicates in the community. 
Literacy also means practices and social relations related to science, language, and culture ". 
Literacy is not only able to communicate, but also must be able to interpret any information 
obtained critically, so there is a connection between what is said, heard and responded. Law 
Number 3 the Year 2017 Article 1 Paragraph 4 concerning books states "Literacy is the ability to 
interpret information critically so that everyone can access science and technology as an effort to 
improve their quality of life". Based on the above understanding, it can be concluded that literacy is 
an ability to interpret information critically, both in reading, writing, speaking, thinking and social 
and cultural interaction. 
Based on the explanation above, if linked in learning, it can be seen that the literacy is not 
only in Indonesian subjects, but can be in other subjects, such as Social Sciences (IPS). Social 
studies are one of the subjects taught in elementary schools that examines facts, concepts, and 
generalizations related to social issues. Sardjiyo, et al (2014: 1.26) states "Social study is a field of 
study that studies, examines, analyzes symptoms and social problems in society in terms of various 
aspects of life or a combination”. 
When viewed from this understanding, what is called social literacy is the ability to interpret 
social problems critically from various aspects of life. Which means how do students obtain 
information in the learning process and the application of that knowledge in their daily lives, so 
that if there is a problem, it is expected that students are sensitive to the problem and able to study 
and find solutions to these problems. A similar sentiment was also expressed by Rhomartin, et al 
(2015: 25) that "Social Literacy is a way in which students obtain information or knowledge in 
learning activities and how to use that knowledge to be used in daily life". 
Nowadays many cases occur in students, especially elementary school students, both those 
that occur in the school environment, as well as in the home or community environment. Cases that 
are rife today are one of them is the problem of fading student characters, such as elementary 
school students who have started smoking, saying dirty, do not care about the environment, fight 
when reprimanded by teachers, fighting with friends, even the most sad that elementary school 
students have started dating and commit immoral acts. As unscrupulous educators, seeing the case 
as heartbreaking, painful and sad. Seeing this problem, so the writer is interested in raising the title 
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of "Social Literacy in improving the character values of MI / SD students in era 4.0". What was 
studied were about the nature of social literacy, the nature of character education, character 
problems in MI / SD and social literacy in increasing the character values of MI / SD students. 
 
METHODE 
The writing method used is conceptual article. According to Jahja (2017: 1) "conceptual articles are 
articles that produce new theoretical perspectives, propose innovative/new procedures or 
techniques, discuss current professional issues, convey the position of the writer on an issue of the 
professional field, or convey a reaction/response to the publication of previous articles ". Writing is 
focused on social literacy, character values and character problems in MI / SD in era 4.0 and social 
literacy learning forms in increasing the character values of MI / SD students in era 4.0. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The Essence of IPS Literacy 
Literacy comes from the Latin littera (letters) meaning it involves the mastery of the writing 
systems and the conventions that accompany it. Although literacy means letters, the main essence 
of literacy relates to language and how language is used. The language used is written in writing 
(letters) to be read by others. Therefore, literacy is generally related to writing and reading. Along 
with the times, literacy is no longer focused on reading and writing. Law Number 3 the Year 2017 
Article 1 Paragraph 4 concerning books states "Literacy is the ability to interpret information 
critically so that everyone can access science and technology as an effort to improve their quality of 
life". Literacy is a skill that is very supportive in the learning process. If student literacy is low, in 
most cases, resulting in poor understanding of an object (Geske & Ozola, 2008). Most education 
processes depend on literacy skills and awareness. Literacy culture that is embedded in students 
will affect the level of success both in school and in social life. UNESCO (2006) established four 
principles of 21st-century learning, namely: 1) Learning to think; 2) Learning to do; 3) Learning to 
be, and 4) Learning to live together. The four pillars of this learning principle are entirely based on 
literacy skills. 
Literacy skills are very closely related to social studies learning in elementary schools. 
Social study is a subject at the level of basic education whose learning is sourced from people's 
lives. Therefore, IPS is also a field of study that discusses human behavior. This was revealed by 
Calhoun (in the Ministry of National Education, 2007: 1) that "IPS is a field of study of the 
behavior of groups of human beings (the study of the group behavior of human beings) whose 
sources are extracted from real life". 
Based on some of the opinions above, it can be concluded that social literacy is the ability of 
students to obtain information in the learning process and the application of that knowledge in their 
daily lives, ranging from women's ability to think, learn to act, learn to be and learn to live together 
with the surrounding environment based on real life . 
 
The Nature of Character Education 
Character education essentially comes from the words education and character. Education is 
a process of developing human personality both from school and outside of school that lasts a 
lifetime. This is in line with the opinion of Ahmadi, et al (2007: 69) which states "Education is a 
conscious human effort to develop personalities inside and outside of school and lasts a lifetime". 
While in Law Number 20 Year 2003 Article 1 paragraph (1) concerning the National Education 
System reads that "Education is a conscious and planned effort to create an atmosphere of learning 
and learning process so that students actively develop their potential to have spiritual power, 
control self, personality, intelligence, noble character, and the skills needed by himself, society, 
nation, and state ". Based on this opinion, it can be concluded that education is a conscious and 
planned effort to develop one's potential and personality both through school and outside of school 
that lasts a lifetime. 
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After discussing the notion of education, now what is studied is the understanding of a 
character. The character comes from the Greek "Charassein" which means to engrave or carve. 
Whereas character comes from the Latin "Charakter" which means character, character, mental 
characteristics, character, personality or character. Then according to the big Indonesian dictionary, 
the character is defined as character, mental, moral or moral characteristics that distinguish one 
person from another and character. From this understanding, it can be seen that character is 
character, behavior, mental characteristics, character or character that distinguishes a person from 
others whose formations are like carving. Carving means forming something on a hard foundation. 
Likewise, with someone, the formation of character/nature of a person can not be quickly created, 
but through a process and habituation that is continuously carried out, because in essence, one has a 
very high ego. 
Based on the definition of education and character, it can be concluded that character 
education is a conscious and planned effort by a person or group of people (educators) to shape 
character values to someone (students) so that students can think and act in doing something. For 
character education to be formed, several ways must be implemented, namely understanding about 
good character, loving, and applying good character. This was expressed by Setiawan (2013: 55) 
who stated: "the success of character education begins with a good understanding of character, love 
it and the implementation or emulation of good character". 
Cultivation of character education aims to form a strong, moral, cooperation, patriotic spirit, 
noble character, dynamic development, science and technology-oriented, all inspired by faith and 
piety to God Almighty based on Pancasila. Character education has the same essence and meaning 
as moral education and moral education. The goal is to shape the child's personality so that he can 
become a good human being, a citizen of the community and the State. 
The criteria for humans, citizens and the state that are good for the nation and the state, in 
general, are certain social values that are much influenced by the culture of the people and nation. 
Therefore, the nature of character education in the context of Indonesian education is value 
education. The values of character education according to Lickona (1991: 53), namely: 
 
Moral knowing relates to how an individual knows something abstract value which is 
described in 6 sub-components, including (a) moral awareness ; (b) knowing moral values; 
(c) perspective-taking; (d) moral reasoning; (e) decision-making; (f) self-knowledge Moral 
feeling (moral attitude) is an advanced stage in the character component which is described 
in 6 sub-components, including (a) Conscience; (b) Self-esteem; (c) Empathy); (d) Loving 
the good; (e) Self-control; (f) Humility. Moral action (moral behavior) is built on 3 sub-
components, including: (a) Competence; (b) Will; and (c) Habit. 
 
Hasan, et. al. describe coherently components of a mix and match in the form of Values and 
Descriptions of the Values of Cultural Education and Nation Character, including: 
 
Table 1. Values and Descriptions of the Values of Cultural Education and Nation Character 
Value Description 
    
1 Religius 
Obedient attitudes and behaviors in implementing the teachings of the religion it 
adheres to, tolerant of the implementation of the worship of other religions and 
living in harmony with followers of other religions 
2 Honest 
Behavior that is based on efforts to make himself as a person who can always be 
trusted in the words, actions, and work. 
3 Tolerance 
Attitudes and actions that respect differences in religion, ethnicity, ethnicity, 
opinions, attitudes, and actions of others who are different from him. 
4 Discipline Actions that show discipline and compliance with various rules and regulations. 
5 Hard work 
Behavior that shows earnest effort in overcoming various learning barriers and 
tasks, and completing tasks properly. 
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Value Description 
    
6 Creative 
Thinking and doing something to produce a new way or result from something 
already owned. 
7 Independent Attitudes and behaviors that are not easy depend on others in completing tasks. 
8 Democratic 
Ways of thinking, acting and acting that value the same rights and obligations of 
himself and others. 
9 Curiosity 
Attitudes and actions that always seek to find out more deeply and broadly from 
something that is learned, seen, and heard. 
10 National spirit 
The way of thinking, acting and having insight that places the interests of the 
nation and the state above self and group interests. 
11 
Love the 
motherland 
How to think, behave, and act that shows loyalty, care, and high respect for the 
language, physical environment, social, cultural, economic, and political nation. 
12 
Appreciate the 
achievements 
Attitudes and actions that encourage him to produce something useful for the 
community, and acknowledge, and respect the success of others. 
13 
Friendly / 
communicative 
Actions that show pleasure in talking, socializing, and cooperating with others. 
14 Peaceful 
Attitudes, words, and actions that cause others to feel happy and secure in their 
presence. 
15 Reading habit Habits provide time to read a variety of readings that provide virtue for him. 
16 
Care for the 
environment 
Attitudes and actions that always try to prevent damage to the surrounding natural 
environment, and develop efforts to repair the damage that has already occurred. 
17 Social care 
Attitudes and actions that always want to assist other people and communities in 
need. 
18 Responsibility  
The attitude and behavior of a person to carry out their duties and obligations, 
which he should do, towards oneself, society, environment (natural, social and 
cultural), the state and God Almighty. 
Based on the description above, so in character education, a lot of character values must be 
instilled in students, especially elementary students. These values such as: moral knowledge, moral 
attitude, religious competence, honesty, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, 
democratic, curiosity, national spirit, love of the motherland, respect for achievement, friendly / 
communicative, peace-loving , likes to read, care about the environment, care about social and 
responsibility. 
 
Character Problems in MI / SD in Era 4.0 
In the era of revolution 4.0 and society 5.0, there is no doubt that the development of 
increasingly sophisticated technology and all walks of life, ranging from children to the elderly are 
familiar with the advancement of technology. Very rapid technological progress and can be 
accessed by all groups, one of which is the communication technology "Smartphone". Smartphones 
in addition to having a positive impact also have a negative impact. 
At present, the negative impact of using smartphones is very large and has penetrated the 
area of children, especially MI / SD students. The impact is on the character problems of MI / SD 
students. Some of the problems of the character of MI / SD students, some of which have caused 
news on social media. Like the case of child abuse that occurred in Bukittinggi precisely in the 
Trisula Bukittinggi Elementary School in 2014 ago. Such cases of violence have become 
widespread on Youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BabV7fjfJyI). On the site, elementary 
school students were seen torturing their friends, torture was carried out on a girl who was in a 
corner showered with beatings and kicks by about two students and one student. 
Other problems were also seen in MI / SD students, including 1) during the flag ceremony, 
students appeared to lack discipline, both in terms of attendance, when marching and clothing. 2) 
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during the learning process, students make a fuss, do not listen to the teacher's commands, sleep, 
and disturb friends, 3) during breaks, students bully friends, fight fellow friends and talk dirty. 
These problems certainly invite the attention of all the public, both parents, teachers, 
community, and government. The government to overcome these problems, has made a variety of 
policies, such as changing the KTSP curriculum into the 2013 curriculum which in its learning 
integrates the values of a character. Then the teacher has also tried to implement character learning 
in schools, one of which is by carrying out social literacy-based learning to improve the character 
values of students in MI / SD. 
 
Social Literacy in Increasing the Character Values of MI / SD Students in Era 4.0. 
In the previous discussion explained that social literacy is the ability of students to obtain 
information in the learning process and the application of that knowledge in their daily lives, 
ranging from women's ability to think, learn to act, learn to be and learn to live together with the 
surrounding environment based on real life. Judging from this understanding, the implementation 
of IPS literacy in learning to improve student character grades in MI / SD can be described as 
follows: 
In the Initial Activity: 
1. Pray before starting learning, prayer led by students (character values: religious, participatory) 
2. Check student attendance (character value: discipline) 
3. Apperception, linking previous learning with learning today (character values: participatory, 
polite) 
4. Cultivating students in the first 15 minutes to read in the classroom's reading corner (character 
values: discipline, participatory, caring) (literacy) 
5. Tidy up the reading material that has been read (character value: caring, clean) 
6. Ask questions about the study material that has been read (character values: participatory, caring, 
polite) 
Core activities: 
1. The teacher displays the learning media/video and asks students to observe it (character values: 
independent, thorough) (literacy) 
2. Ask questions about the media/video (character values: independent, creative, hard work, 
thorough) 
3. Students are divided into groups (character value: cooperation) 
4. Students learn and work in groups (character values: cooperation, logical thinking, creative, 
mutual respect, care) (literacy) 
5. Discussion between groups (character values: cooperation, logical thinking, creative, mutual 
respect, care) (literacy) 
6. The teacher facilitates students in group work and discussions (character values: mutual respect, 
care for the environment) 
7. The teacher gives rewards to the best group (character values: caring, gratitude) 
Closing Activity: 
1. Ask questions about learning that is not yet understood (character values: confidence, mutual 
respect, polite) 
2. Students and teachers conclude learning (character values: critical, logical, collaboration) 
(literacy) 
3. The teacher asks students to apply values that can be drawn from learning in daily life (character 
values: caring, honest) 
4. The teacher evaluates student learning outcomes (kayaker grades: honest, thankful, sincere) 
Based on the steps and application of literacy in social studies learning and instilling 
character values in each learning process carried out continuously and continuously, the character 
values in MI / SD students can be improved. 
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CONCLUSION 
Based on the discussion above, conclusions can be drawn namely: 
1. Social Literacy is the ability of students to obtain information in the learning process and the 
application of that knowledge in their daily lives, ranging from the ability to think, learn to act, 
learn to be and learn to live together with the surrounding environment based on real life. 
2. Character education is a conscious and planned effort by a person or group of people (educators) 
to shape character values to someone (students) so that students can think and act in doing 
something. For character education to be formed, several ways must be implemented, namely 
understanding about good character, loving, and applying good character. in character education 
a lot of character values that must be instilled in students, especially elementary students. 
Values in character education include: moral knowledge, moral attitude, religious competence, 
honesty, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, democratic, curiosity, national 
spirit, love of the motherland, respect for achievement, friendship / communicative, love peace, 
love to read, care about the environment, social care and responsibility. 
3. Character problems in MI / SD today are very good, such as violence, undisciplined, less 
concerned with the environment and less polite. character learning in schools, one of which is 
by implementing social literacy-based learning to improve student character grades in MI / SD. 
4. By applying IPS literacy in the learning process, it can improve the character values of students 
in MI / SD 
 
REFERENCES 
Ahmadi & Ubhiyati. 2007. Education. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta 
 
 Deny Setiawan. 2013. The Role of Character Education in Developing Moral Intelligence. Journal 
of Character Education: FIS Medan State University, Year III, Number 1, February 2013 
 
 Geske, A., & Ozola, A. 2008. Factors Influencing Reading Literacy at The Primary School Level. 
Problems of Education in the 21st century, 6. 
 
 Jahja, Adi Susilo. 2017. Writing Conceptual Articles. Retrived 2019 from 
https://dosen.perbanas.id/menulis-artikel-konseptual-watts-2014/ 
 
Ministry of Education. 2007. Academic Paper Policy Studies Curriculum Subjects in Social 
Sciences (IPS). Jakarta: Curriculum Research and Development Agency. 
 
 Rhomartin, Wakak, et al. 2015. Literacy Profile of Elementary School Social Studies Learning. 
UPI Bandung: Proceedings of the National Seminar "Building Children's Imagination and 
Creativity through Literacy" 
 
 Sapriya. 2009. Social studies education. Bandung: Teen Rosdakarya. 
 
 Sapriya. 2014. Social Studies Concept and Learning Education. Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya. 
 
 Sardjiyo, Sugandi D, Ishak. 2014. Social studies education in elementary school. Jakarta: Open 
University. 
 
 UNESCO. 2006. Understandings of literacy. Retrieved 2019, 
from http://www.unesco.org/education/GMR2006/full/chapt6_eng.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
